February 22, 2011

To my fellow South Rim Ranch Property Owners,

As a board member for South Rim Ranch (SRR), along with my fellow SRR Board Members, I consider it my responsibility to help to keep you informed as to some of the current activities in Coconino County where our ranches are located.  Many of us, who currently live in other areas conveniently located to our South Rim Ranches, or who already live fulltime on our ranches, have some genuine concerns about the recent activity in Coconino County concerning the installation of 62 intrusive 405 feet tall wind turbines on the proposed wind farm on the Perrin Ranch.  These wind turbines will be located  approximately 13 miles north of Williams, along the corridor surrounding, and near, our beloved Grand Canyon, which is both a state and national treasure, as well as one of the most outstanding wonders of the world! 

Many of you are already aware of the proposed installation of these wind turbines, but some of you have yet to familiarize yourselves with the plentiful information regarding these wind turbines and the potential for the destruction and devastation of the surrounding landscape as a result of their presence.  Therefore, as a South Rim Ranch Board Member who is committed to seeing our property retain its value and beauty, I am presenting some information for you, as property owners, to read and consider concerning these wind turbines.  I am all for a greener and more environmentally friendly America, although I am also a realist, and don’t see evidence that all green solutions are practical and economically sound investments.  Please take time to research this pressing issue for yourselves and see how you might want to become involved in this matter, in order to help to preserve this precious ranch land we currently are so richly blessed to enjoy.   

 My husband, Robert, and I both tend to be a nature lovers and conservationists at heart.  As a matter of fact, some of you who know us fairly well may have noticed some errors in the recent mail-outs that you received from our SRR property manager.  There were a few editing mistakes on the last three lines of Robert Crank’s Bio on the Ballot for the nominees for SRR Board of Directors.  Unfortunately, and contrary to the last three lines of Robert’s Bio, Robert is neither currently retired, nor is he a hunter.  We tend to do our hunting with cameras.  However, that brings me to a pertinent issue facing many of you, our dear friends and fellow SRR property owners, who are indeed avid hunters.  The placement of these wind turbines on the surrounding landscape could have significant repercussions to both you who are hunters, as well as for those of us who simply enjoy observing nature from a distance, since these turbines are known to have a significant impact on the habitat of the surrounding wildlife.  I am concerned for all of us, my hunting friends, whose recreational activities or income may be in jeopardy if these wind turbines are installed, and my nature loving friends who just enjoy observing or photographing the abundant area wildlife freely roaming our ranches.    

In considering the wildlife, along with focusing on other major concerns, I will attempt to address some of the key issues surrounding these proposed wind turbines for northern Arizona.  The installation of these turbines, if successful, will affect all of us in some way at some future date.  These wind turbines could have a significant effect not only on the wildlife in our area, but may create numerous other problems for property owners, such as property devaluation.  Therefore, I am sincerely hoping that all of us on SRR, and those living in the surrounding areas, will consider the probable impact of these future wind turbines, and get involved in addressing and tackling some of these urgent concerts.  These wind turbines will not initially be in extremely close proximity to SRR, or a part of our own personal property, but at some point they will be visible and audible to all of us, and will likely make inroads and become even closer to us in the very near future.  Plans are already underway to bring more wind farms into our area.  Therefore, this concern becomes more of a collective issue for all of us who live in this Grand Canyon corridor, and one that we can all contribute our thoughts and efforts to effect.  After considerable personal research, I stand opposed to these wind turbines, and I shall state some of my own concerns in this article.  I welcome your thoughts and any of your experiences with wind turbines to be expressed, as well, and would hope to see property owners of South Rim Ranch become increasingly involved in this important matter.  We have posted on the SRR website some links to articles, both favorable and unfavorable, towards the use of wind turbines.  There is a plethora of additional information on wind turbines on the internet if one wants to do a little research.  I am simply addressing here some key questions we might ask ourselves and consider as we research these issues.

We should all give thoughtful consideration to the fact that the outcome of this crucial issue will affect not only us as current property owners, but future generations of Arizonans, as well as the vast influx of tourists who flock to Arizona every year.  Many come here into this area and truly experience a step back into time.  Some enter this rustic remote landscape in order to view the grandeur of the West as it once was when the Grand Canyon was first experienced by the early explorers.  Much of this vast wilderness area has remained relatively unharmed and pristine until now.  Our most important and notable concern with the placement of these noisy obtrusive wind turbines is the potential defacement of the glorious high desert wilderness with its sweeping panoramic grasslands and expansive views which surround our monumental Grand Canyon.  These massive wind turbines stand at a towering 405 feet, so are easily visible and potentially audible from most any direction.  They will most definitely change and spoil the splendor of this land.  

This unspoiled western frontier is part of our initial visual entrance into the Grand Canyon.  Many travel shows featuring the Grand Canyon, as seen on the Travel Channel, as well as on other television specials featuring Arizona as a tourist destination, include vast aerial views of these high plateaus which surround the Grand Canyon National Park.  It would be such a tragedy to see this glorious vast landscape become just another unsightly industrial blemish, due to man’s destructive intrusion, by the placement  of these huge prominent wind turbines all over our grand vistas.  Unfortunately, much of this mass devastation would result merely in the immediate monetary gain for a selected few.  

Some might consider our area a less desirable habitat due to the lack of the tall Ponderosa Pines which surround our neighboring Flagstaff community.  Flagstaff is definitely a gorgeous area, but so is the corridor leading into the Grand Canyon National Park.  Each area has its own distinct and special beauty and appeal.  It is so very unfortunate that some government planners feel perfectly at ease, and at complete liberty, in bringing into our surrounding territory the wind turbines that the majority of our communities clearly oppose.  I doubt very seriously if they would accept having them in their own backyards!  Many of us who chose this area to purchase land did so primarily because we enjoy the wide open spaces and sprawling panoramic views indicative of our landscape.  Some of us tend to feel closed in when surrounded by forests or too many trees.  We love our properties and our expansive spacious long range views of the surrounding mountains and hillsides!  Just because some politicians or government officials might devalue our properties in their own minds and considerations, does not negate our property’s value and beauty in our own eyes, that is, by those of us who live and own property on South Rim Ranch, or in one of the other neighboring ranch communities such as Howard Mesa Ranch, or one of several other beautiful ranch communities.  We don’t want our properties devalued and our amazing views destroyed by the presence of these unsightly wind turbines any more than Senator Ted Kennedy wanted his treasured views destroyed at his cherished Hyannis Port off Cape Cod.  He supposedly supported alternative energy, but fought vehemently to keep the wind turbines away from his beloved viewshed.  I believe we have much more at stake than Ted Kennedy.  We are trying to preserve and protect the wildlife, along with beauty and magnificence, of an area surrounding a truly monumental international wonder, the Grand Canyon, whose value and worth is both incomparable and incalculable.  

I have traveled much since a small child, and lived much of my early life in Europe.  I have seen many of the world’s great monuments and claims to fame, but even so, I still vividly remember my first visit to the Grand Canyon and how I was enthralled by the rolling wide open unspoiled vistas of the surrounding countryside, even well before ever entering the Grand Canyon National Park.  I remember first spotting Red Butte, and the North Rim of the Grand Canyon when topping a hill on Highway 64.  I was so excited in anticipating entrance into the Grand Canyon National Park.  Coming from another state, I found the high desert plateau to be stunning scenery, especially when the San Francisco Peaks came in view!  Naturally, the first sight of the Grand Canyon itself, took my breath away!  Of all the places in the world which I have visited or lived, I now choose Arizona as my permanent home.  I fell in love with Arizona nearly nine years ago when I first came to visit.  It has now been my home for over eight years, and I’ve never lost my awe and wonder for this magnificent state, and especially for the glorious Grand Canyon.  I think some Arizonans forget our unique privilege and responsibility to protect this national treasure.  We complacently take for granted having this awesome national treasure, the Grand Canyon, which we are so privileged to enjoy regularly, right in our own backyard!  We forget how many people from all over the world travel to Arizona every day just to view this spectacular breathtaking creation!    

The terrible infringement of these unsightly wind turbines would tarnish the main access to the visually spectacular and astounding sight of the Grand Canyon.  Both our incredible views, along with the quiet solitude, of this remote area would be marred and continuously interrupted by these unsightly and noisy wind turbines.  Tourists and locals alike would likely be continually distracted by these turbines due to the increased traffic, activity, noise, road work, and turbine maintenance occurring regularly around the wind farms.  As would be expected, much damage to these turbines is due to lightening, most prevalent during Arizona monsoons.  Therefore, maintenance, increased traffic, road crews producing increasingly dusty and noisy road conditions would probably be most prevalent during peak tourist seasons of the summer months.  This could certainly undermine the excitement, enjoyment and anticipation of one’s first visit to the Grand Canyon. 

People will judge Arizona and their Grand Canyon experience by what they see and hear leading up to seeing the Canyon itself.  Numerous tourists stay or stop in both Williams and Valle on their way to visit and view the Grand Canyon.  Unfortunately, there are a few unsightly homes and abandoned trailers that sprinkle the corridor leading into the Grand Canyon, but these occasional eyesores could eventually, and easily, be repaired, renovated or removed, as has been evidenced in many increasingly prosperous communities around the country.  Many of us who bought property in this locale have great vision and hope for the increasing prosperity of the local population and continued beautification of the area.  It seems to me that doing something genuinely profitable for the area, such as possibly bringing in pipelines for water, or beginning some other economically sound project or venture to benefit the entire locale, could cause much greater economic growth, stability and beautification to this area than putting up these monstrously large unsightly wind turbines.  

In considering the potential for, and influence of, genuine economic prosperity, Chandler, Arizona is a good example of what sound economic growth can bring to a community and how area prosperity can beautify and clean up unsightly areas of poverty and neglect.  Robert and I currently own homes in both Chandler and Sun City, as well as our ranch properties in Coconino County.  I have been amazed at the change in Chandler in the eight plus years we’ve owned property there.  I saw property values rise, areas of great neglect cleaned up, tremendous economic growth with new business moving in, and people making great financial gains.  I also experienced the devastation of a dire economic meltdown with property values declining drastically and people losing their jobs, homes and hard earned affluence.  Economic growth and prosperity have not been evidenced in areas where wind farms are prevalent.  Economic prosperity for this region could be better realized with real solutions, such as bringing in greater water supplies, adding unique appropriate tourist attractions, or bringing in real energy solutions, such as solar power, to northern Arizona.   This would enable better futures for the surrounding communities, while still enabling much of the area to retain its appeal as a remote western wilderness wonderland.  Unsightly buildings can be fixed up as people become more prosperous and their property values increase, but once these wind turbines are in place, it is unlikely they will ever be eliminated.  Property values will drop even more, bringing more poverty, neglect and unsightliness to this area surrounding the Grand Canyon National Park.  These wind turbines will remain a permanent and unsightly fixture on the landscape of the corridor into one of the world’s greatest wonders, the magnificent inimitable Grand Canyon.   

It appears that these wind farms will mainly benefit only the ranchers and companies supplying the wind turbines.  The local inhabitants will see little benefit or increase in their income opportunities, while sacrificing so very much more, including seeing their already plummeting property values decline even further.  Many local residents have been told that new jobs will be created in construction of these projects, when in reality the installation of these wind turbines is so technically specialized that most of the jobs will be going to those already employed by the companies supplying the wind turbines.  Very little permanent employment will actually result from the installation and maintenance of these giant turbines, resulting in very little permanent increase in prosperity for the communities in the area.  It has been shown that wherever these turbines have been placed, the property values have dropped considerably.  Many of us already own homes or land which we cannot sell due to the crumbling housing and property markets.  We personally understand the devastation that can occur from the devaluation of property values.    

Williams could stand to lose much of its tourist income due to the close proximity of these prominent noisy turbines, not to mention increasingly lower property values.  Much of Williams’ charm as a community and tourist attraction is its symbolic representation of the historic old west, with its nightly downtown gun fights during peak tourist seasons, and its famous Grand Canyon Railway Station which runs the wildly popular “Polar Express” during the Christmas season.  These are examples of bringing genuinely creative tourist attractions into the area in order to improve the local economy in a way that is productive to the entire community and a delight to tourists visiting the area.  One often feels that he or she steps back in time when staying in Williams, this quaint and notable Route 66 town.  This little town is so significant in representing a glimpse into the historical past of this celebrated area!  How heartbreaking it would be to replace this tranquil setting with the continual industrial humming of these giant monoliths replete with their constantly flashing red lights atop their imposing monolithic presence.  

I have been informed that wind projects have the potential to create problems with microwave beam communications that are used by emergency response agencies, the Department of Transportation and AM radio signals. The fiberglass blades can partially or completely block these signals, interfering with communication abilities.  Most of the communication north of Red Lake is by cell phone, and emergency services rely on GPS to find people’s locations when responding.  In addition, it is documented that these wind turbines do interfere with television reception, as well.  Therefore, these turbines will interfere with some local television reception, although satellite television systems do not currently appear to be affected.

The issue of noise pollution is an area of grave concern.  I have read that these turbines produce a sound that is capped at the 50 decibel level, so the calmer the wind and remote the area, the more noise that is observable and present to area residents.  I have also read in recent publications that the noise of each turbine is equal to the sound of an automobile racing down the highway at 60 MPH.  These are not sounds one would want to hear continuously day after day outside of one’s window.  Health problems and sleep disturbances have been reported to be due to the sound pollution produced by these turbines.  Part of the attraction of this grandiose land, which is currently untouched by man’s industrialization, is the stillness and peacefulness of the area.  One can actually hear the breezes blowing through the trees and the animals roaming around at night.  The constant humming of the turbines with their ostentatious red flashing lights could quickly ruin this serene setting and forever change the solitude of this Grand Canyon wonderland.   

In an article written by Cyndy Cole, Sun Staff Reporter, she states that county planners unanimously approved this wind energy farm, over neighbor’s objections, at the clandestine hour of 2:45 am. Commissioners considered 54 letters of opposition, with only four of support, and still unscrupulously approved the wind turbines.  The people’s voices, once again, were not even considered as valuable enough to consider, and the government planners continued on with their own agenda, disregarding the protests, pleas and concerns of local residents and area citizens.  This is outrageous and quite unacceptable behavior for a government employee who is supposed to be “serving” the people and the community!  WHY are they doing this?  This area is not industrial and not ZONED for these industrial energy projects!  Why is NextEra being given authority to proceed with this Perrin Ranch Wind Farm project when in the past other industrial projects for this area were voted down due to their industrial nature?  Who is profiting from this?  I understand that the state is giving a 10% of the construction costs cash subsidy to developers, while the federal government is giving them 30%.  These subsidies are not connected to any performance standards, and are in addition to tax credits, green credits, and other incentives currently being offered for these wind farms.  These companies boldly and confidently acknowledge that they would not be doing these projects if it were not for the subsidies being offered.  In such dire economic times as these can we really afford such extravagance on projects that afford us so little real benefit and cost us, the taxpayers, so very much?  This just does not seem right!  Why not allow “we the people” of this area to vote on this issue?    

The sheer number of property owners and people living in northern Arizona who will be negatively affected by these wind turbines should be a genuine concern for all of us, and especially for any elected official or public servant.  We certainly need to voice our concerns to our elected officials and the government planners who are implementing their own plans for our community with somewhat blatant disregard for the community wishes and concerns.  I am only one of approximately 500 property owners on JUST South Rim Ranch alone, near Valle, Arizona, whose property values will probably drastically decline and who will be adversely impacted as a result of these noisy new wind turbines. Many other areas such as the Williams area, Howard Mesa Ranch properties, Red Lake, Four Hills, Juniper Estates, etc., etc., will be even more adversely affected, at least in the immediate future, than those of us on South Rim Ranch. 

My husband, Robert, and I both currently serve on the Board of Directors for South Rim Ranch Properties, and we are both hearing feedback from many of you, our fellow property owners with whom we've conversed, along with other neighbors living in different ranch communities in the area, saying that you have serious concerns about these wind turbines encroaching more and more upon the vast terrain surrounding the Grand Canyon recreation areas.  I have recently been informed that the McNelly Ranch and Torch Renewable Energy LLC are applying for a conditional Use permit for placing Meteorological towers north of Valle and west of Highway 64.  How will all this end?  What will become of the majesty of our Grand Canyon backdrop?  These wind farms will most likely directly affect all of us on South Rim Ranch at sometime in the near future.  It is still quite possible for us to change the outcome of this venture and make a significant difference for the future of our area by becoming involved, as much as possible, in future community meetings, or even by just voicing our concerns to the specific elected officials who can make a difference in the outcome of this issue.  Send emails, make phone calls, and write letters to our Arizona Senators, Governor Jan Brewer, and our congressmen.  You can find some wonderful links to contact these public servants, along with much other helpful information and additional links listed on the website www.cccrre.com.  I highly recommend that each of you review and consider the extremely helpful information listed on this informative website!  We can make a difference if we act now, and act together, to save both the value of our properties, and the future of this spectacular Grand Canyon landscape.  I have already personally sent out emails and am sending out letters to government personnel, and others.  I so hope you will join me, and others, in this imperative effort!         

Most of us in Northern Arizona do not want these giant wind turbines near one of the world's most awe-inspiring sights and greatest tourist and recreation areas!  We realize that ‘this one wind farm’ on Perrin Ranch is most likely only the beginning, and will merely serve as a foothold for additional wind farms to move into the area in the future. The installation of these ugly turbines necessitates the extensive cutting up of unspoiled land for roads, the utter destruction and devastation of the existing vegetation, grasslands, and surrounding countryside, and adds extreme noise pollution to this lovely quiet resort environment. They could quickly ruin the pristine beauty and wilderness grandeur of the vast high desert land surrounding one of the “Greatest Wonders of the World,” our beloved Grand Canyon!  As noted, the vast majority of citizens in and around Williams, and property owners in Northern Arizona stand strongly opposed to these daunting wind turbines.  However, Coconino County planners are proceeding with their plans without citizen approval.  Again, why not let the people decide this issue with a vote?  

The debate is ongoing as to whether or not these turbines are really valuable resources for generating electricity.  There appears to be more genuine negatives than positives.  There is also considerable discussion as to whether or not these wind turbines are even cost effective in producing alternative electricity.  Why destroy our land when there is so much uncertainty as to effectiveness surrounding these turbines and wind farms.  It is already known that wind turbines will never supply enough energy to stand alone as an alternate power source. They must be continually supplemented by other sources of power.  Although legitimate scientific studies, according to legitimate “Scientific Methods,” could certainly be done, due to the significant number of wind turbines already in existence, there has yet to be a genuine scientific study done as to the effectiveness of these wind turbines as an alternative source of energy.  Lobbyists have gained the ability to put these intrusive wind turbines everywhere without any real scientific evidence as to their benefit and usefulness!  This is an absurdity to thinking citizens!  

To add insult to injury, it doesn’t appear that the area of Coconino County is even to receive much benefit from the energy supplied from these massive eye sores!  Most of my fellow property owners on South Rim Ranch, and in some other area communities bought property up here near the Grand Canyon for a second or retirement home, a family recreation property, or a resort investment.  Most of us are extremely distraught, disturbed and environmentally concerned over the placement of these disfiguring wind turbines coming into our area to destroy this serene setting and disfigure our magnificent grand vistas looking toward the majestic Grand Canyon!  Remember Senator Ted Kennedy’s fight to preserve ‘his precious view’ in Hyannis Port?  Our consideration is not just about preserving our own personal views, but about preserving this international treasure surrounding the Grand Canyon, as well! 

Finally, there is significant evidence to show that wind turbines disturb the existing eco-systems, a genuine concern to both conservationists and hunters alike.  Numerous birds and bats have been killed by these turbines.  There is great danger to such splendid migratory birds like the Bald Eagle, and birds of prey like the Golden Eagle.  I have been privileged to observe both the Bald and Golden Eagles soaring freely around our Grand Canyon ranchlands.  What a tremendous delight!  The Condor, finally increasing in number, was brought to the Grand Canyon area to keep it from becoming extinct.  These wind turbines could very well be extremely detrimental to their increase, as well as endanger their survival rate!  Wildlife has been shown to move out of the area and into other areas when these wind turbines are introduced into their environment.  As mentioned earlier, this could greatly affect hunters and those dependent upon revenue from hunting, as well as nature lovers who just enjoy viewing and photographing the wildlife.  Much of the economy of the city of Williams, and the other surrounding communities could be negatively affected by this changing landscape and the reduction in income to certain areas dependent on hunting revenue. 

I have read numerous related articles on the benefits and detriments of wind turbines.  I continue to read articles written by area newspapers, along with investigating other resources for information.  I’ve read and listened to numerous responses by some of you, as well as other local residents.  Robert has put some of these links containing information about these wind turbines on our South Rim Ranch website for you to access.  You can visit our website www.southrimranch.net to find these links to some informative and editorial articles.  We’ve tried to include both the pros and cons of these wind farms in the information we’ve collected, so that you can come to your own informed conclusion when considering the value of these proposed wind turbines.  Please be aware of who is writing the articles you read and research, and consider the reasons they might have for writing their articles.  Are they written or supported by a wind turbine company, or someone who might profit or benefit from the placement of these wind turbines, or are written by sincerely objective observers, scientists or researchers?  Many of the articles we found touting the praises of these wind turbines appeared to have ulterior monetary or political motives for their great praises.  Unfortunately, many articles are often so very politically or monetarily motivated and biased, that one must carefully consider the source when doing this investigative research.  

After reading and researching much of the material, Robert and I both tend to agree with the majority of Northern Arizona citizens in that these wind turbines will be a very real detriment to our area.  I freely admit to my personal bias on this issue, and my preeminent reason for writing this article.  It stems from my heartfelt desire to save our property values and investments, protect the area wildlife, and to preserve the future beauty of all of the area landscape surrounding our SRR properties, and most especially our dearly loved Grand Canyon!  Many citizens in our Northern Arizona area are organizing to stop the intrusion of these wind turbines into our landscape.  Once again I highly recommend you visit the local website www.cccrre.com for more information and direction.  They have numerous helpful links to informative information concerning wind turbines.  I sincerely urge and implore each of you to investigate this pressing issue, as it will eventually most significantly, and I believe, adversely affect all South Rim Ranch properties, as well as the entire Grand Canyon corridor, for generations to come! 

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration in reading this article.  If I can be of any further assistance please feel free to email me at mickeyac@cox.net.

Sincerely,

Mickey Ann Crank, Board Member, South Rim Ranch

